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Information for Parents and Carers

Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum

At Clunbury CE Primary School and Nursery, our Early Years Team work
together to establish the building blocks to nurture the development of
your child’s independent learning, working collaboratively with older
year groups, preparing them fully for the exciting journey into Key Stage
1.

We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum through
Nursery and into Reception. Children learn through play. As such, their
learning environment accommodates their thirst for knowledge and
eagerness to explore, through adult-led and child-initiated, indoor and
outdoor activities. These follow the children’s ideas and interests whilst
working towards the Early Years Goals.

Our Early Years classroom and outdoor area is highly resourced to
provide the opportunities to learn through play. We also ignite children’s
curiosity through a range of topics. For example, ‘Under the Sea’,
‘Dinosaurs’, ‘Rainforests’, ‘Pets’, ‘Sky at night” and ‘Fairy Tales'.




Characteristics of Effective Learning

Playing and exploring involves a child’'s willingness to ‘have a go’, to want to find
out and explore as well as playing with what they know from their own experi-
ence. Active learning is the child’s motivation to be involved, to concentrate, to
keep trying and enjoy achieving what they set out to do. Creating and thinking
critically is the child’s eagerness to have their own ideas, choosing own ways to do
things and to make links between experiences. These characteristics of effective
learning help us to provide support to children and form the basis for a life-long
learner.

Prime Areas

The EYFS curriculum is organised into seven areas of learning and de-
velopment. There are three prime areas that work together to support
a child’s development...

Communication and Language

Children are encouraged to extend their vocabulary through speaking, listening
and responding during play, stories, songs, rhymes and other activities. Asking
and answering is highly encouraged to help develop greater understanding. We
help to develop the skills needed in communication and language for children to
become life-long learners.




Physical Development

We support and encourage children’s physical development by providing a wide
range of equipment and activities, both indoor and out, to increase skill and
control in moving and handling. We help children to develop their fine motor skills
needed for pencil holding and writing. This support continues into Reception
where writing skills evolve becoming more controlled. We support and encourage
independence in self-care. Children develop an awareness of a healthy lifestyle.
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development

In our nurturing environment, children are encouraged to form relationships with
peers and familiar adults to help develop confidence, independence and feel good
about themselves. We encourage children to learn acceptable ways to express
their feelings and respect others, through conversations, activities and practical
models. Through this nurturing, children become aware of theirs and others
needs, allowing their learning to become enriched and memorable. It is a two-
sided process. One side is the process by which children acquire the standards,
values and knowledge of their community. The other side is the forming of a
personality by which a child will have his/her unique patterns of feeling and
thinking. - -
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Specific Areas

The EYFS curriculum is organised into seven areas
of learning and development. There are four specific
areas that develop essential skills and knowledge
that children need to acquire and learn.

Literacy

We begin to model and scaffold the early skills of reading and writing, through a
range of sensory resources and activities. Through daily phonics sessions,
following Letters and Sounds, and other activities, children develop an
understanding of blending sounds to form words and segmenting words into
sounds. We model and encourage mark making. In Reception, we continue to
develop these skills so children become confident in reading and writing phonetic
words and simple sentences. Children learn how to take care of books and enjoy a
wide range of books to set-up a life-long love for reading. This is done through
story-time, fortnightly library sessions, imaginative play and carpet sessions.
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Mathematics

Children develop an interest and love of maths, engaging in enjoyable activities.
Through books, songs, exploratory play, cooking, and many more fun
opportunities, children develop skills in counting, sorting, matching and creating
patterns, making connections, number recognition, building with shapes and the
use of positional and other mathematical language. Children begin to develop an
understanding of maths in our environment and a curiosity to problem solve,
providing the basis for future mathematical learning.

Understanding of the World

Children develop an understanding in the way people live and celebrate, how
things grow and change, how materials can be used and the beauty of the world
around us. Children are encouraged to experiment and to observe with a range of
resources and experiences. A weekly Forest School session further encourages the
development of the children’s natural curiosity of the world around us. We also
develop the children’s ICT skills through access to Ipads, listening station,
interactive white board and other technologies to ensure children become
prepared for our technology enriched world. This is the foundation for later work
in Science, History, Geography, Design & Technology and ICT.




Expressive Arts and Design

We offer children a wide range of resources and activities to allow them the
opportunity to express their own ideas and feelings. Blocks, junk modelling, paint,
sticking, natural resources, etc are constantly available. We provide a developing
and changing role-play area that allows children to explore learning through
imaginative play. Music, dance and other experiences give children opportunities
to express and stimulate ideas, feelings and interest. It enables children to make
connections between experiences, solve problems and be inventive.

We are very fortunate, in our Foundation Unit, to have an Early Years
Teacher (Miss Deane) and a Nursery Nurse in Charge (Mrs Lavery), plus
regular support staff. During your child’s progression in our Early Year’s
classroom, achievements and experiences are captured through photos,
observations and children’s works. These compiled into your child’s very
own Learning Journal. You are welcome to view these at any time,
throughout the year.

We value strong home-school links and actively encourage your input of
home information to contribute towards your child’s Learning Journal
and daily care. Once your child is settled, we would love to welcome
parents, if they wish, to participate in an occasional session as a
volunteer. Forest School is a perfect opportunity for this or alternatively,
a routine in school session. We love parents to share skills, cultures or
their occupations with the class thus enriching the children’s knowledge
and experiences at school.




Forest School

We are very lucky to have weekly Forest School sessions on a Thursday afternoon
that our Forest School leader (Mrs Lavery) runs. The children can explore our
wonderful site and engage with multisensory experiences, enriching the children’s
overall development in all the EYFS areas. A range of activities are planned for the
children, including den building, mud kitchen, natural arts and crafts, etc. In class,
we often cook a tasty healthy snack to take to Forest School to share together.
Children must be appropriately clothed for the weather, we do provide an all-in-
one waterproof suit.

Phonics

Children are taught to read and write through a phonics programme, which
matches spoken sounds to written sounds. In Nursery, children are introduced to
letters and begin to blend these together to form spoken words. In Reception,
children expand this phonics knowledge, learning new sounds, segmenting and
blending both verbally and when writing. The children also learn ‘tricky words'.
These are words that cannot be phonetically decoded but follow different sound
pronunciations, e.g. ‘the’, ‘to, ‘'me’, ‘she’, ‘was’, ‘are’, etc. We have daily phonics
sessions and regularly read with the children’s own reading book, which will also
be sent home. In September, you will be invited to a Phonics Meeting for parents.
This will be a quick session to provide you with an understanding of phonics and
how to support your child with the resources sent home.




You can help your child in so many ways!

We do not expect your child to do all of these by the time they
start school but please start to support the following at

Talk and answer their many questions
Enjoy sharing a variety of books together
Sing songs and nursery rhymes

Encourage your child to draw and write in a variety of
materials

Practise getting dressed and undressed, including shoes on/
off

Practise taking their coats on/off, fastening and hanging up

Practise using a handkerchief. Please bring one to school if
required (or a packet of tissues)

Practise using a knife and fork correctly
Practise using the toilet independently and flushing it
Practise washing and drying hands
Sharing toys and taking turns
Helping to tidy toys away
Practise purposeful listening e.g. instructions
Our aim is for your child to have a happy and confident

beginning to school life at Clunbury School. If you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.



